DEC. 7]                        ST AMBROSE, B. C

he had provoked heaven; and he effaced out of his mind all the impressions
of heresy; for it was a fundamental maxim with Theodosius to undertake
no enterprise without first doing everything by which he might engage
God on his side. Theodosius being then a widower, and meeting at
Thessalonica the Princess Galla, sister to VaJentinian II, to give him a
pledge of his friendship, married her, and in spring 388 declared war
against Maximus, and dismissed the ambassador the tyrant had sent to
court his favour. It was his chief care to procure the blessing of God
upon his army. Setting out from Thessalonica he caused excellent regula-
tions for the discipline and moderation of his troops in their march to be
made and observed, insomuch that no city or province was aggrieved by
their passage. With incredible valour and prudence he entirely defeated
Maximus upon the banks of the Save, near Siscia, now Peisseg, in Pannonia,
and soon after that tyrant's brother, Marcellin, upon the Drave, though
their armies were superior in numbers to his own. Thence he dispatched
Arbogastes, general of the barbarians in his army, into Gaul to seize that
country, and marched himself to Aquileia, where Maximus had shut himself
up. His own soldiers, seeing it impossible to escape, stripped him of his
imperial robes and delivered him into the hands of Theodosius, who
reproached him for his perfidiousness with more compassion than anger,
and was inclined to spare his life; but at last suffered him to be beheaded
on the 28th of July 388, after he had reigned almost five years.

Theodosius proceeded to Milan, where he stayed from the loth of
October to the latter end of May. At Calinicus, in Mesopotamia, certain
Christians who had been insulted by the Jews in a religious procession,
pulled down their synagogue. Theodosius, who had been informed of the
affair by the Count of the East, ordered the bishop and other Christians,
who had demolished the synagogue, to rebuild it, and to be rigorously
punished. The Oriental bishops wrote to St Ambrose, entreating him to
obtain a mitigation of this sentence. St Ambrose solicited him first by a
strong letter,1 and afterwards by a discourse which he made him in the
church; and did not go up to the altar to say mass till he had procured his
promise of a pardon.2 The deputies of the senate came to compliment the
emperor at Milan, and petitioned that the altar of victory, which Maximus
had allowed to be restored, might be preserved in the senate-house*
Theodosius seemed inclined, upon motives of state, to grant their request;
but St Ambrose easily engaged him to reject it. This emperor, after
having passed all the winter and part of the spring at Milan, went to Rome,
where in June he received the honour of a triumph. He made his entrance
in a chariot drawn by elephants, which the King of Persia had lately sent
him. The magnificence of this pomp was incredible,8 yet nothing in it

1 Si Ambr. Ep. 40.                            * Paulin. in Vit. St Ambros.

1 See Claudian Consul. Honor. Sozom, lib. vii. c. 14.   Pacatns in Panegyr.